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summary, making sure to include a summary of the meth-
odology used in the report. If the review examined the 
outcome effects of some program or policy, did the author(s) 
include only studies that used a true experimental design? 

If not, how did the author(s) select the articles for inclusion 
in the review? What were the follow-up times used in the 
selected studies (i.e., 30 days, six months, or longer)?

Making Research Ethical

1.	 The Manhattan Bail Project randomly assigned some defend-
ants with strong community ties to be recommended for 
release without bail and some not to be recommended. The 
project found a very high (99%) rate of appearance at trial for 
those released without bail, but of course, the researchers did 
not know that this would be the case before they conducted 
the study. Would you consider this study design ethical? 
What if one of the persons in the 1% who did not come to trial 
murdered someone when they should have been at court? Are 
there any conditions when randomization should not be per-
mitted when evaluating criminal justice programs?

2.	 A large body of evaluation research suggested that the 
DARE program was not effective in reducing drug use in 
schools, but many school and police officials, parents, and 
students insisted on maintaining the program without 
change for many years. Do you think that government 
agencies should be allowed to defund programs that 
numerous evaluation research studies have shown to be 
ineffective? Should government agencies be required to 
justify funding for social programs on the basis of evalua-
tion research results?

Developing a Research Proposal

Imagine that you are submitting a proposal to the U.S. Justice 
Department to evaluate the efficacy of a new treatment program for 
substance abusers within federal correctional institutions.

1.	 What would your research question be if you proposed a 
process evaluation component to your research?

2.	 For the outcome evaluation, what is your independent 
variable and what would your dependent variable be? How 
would you operationalize both?

3.	 What type of research design would you propose to answer 
both the process evaluation and outcome evaluation compo-
nents in your proposal?

Performing Data Analysis in SPSS or Excel

Data for Exercise
Dataset Description
NCVS lone offender 
assaults 1992 to 
2013.sav

This is data from the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS), a nationally representative study of 
individuals’ experience of criminal victimization. This particular dataset contains responses from 1992 to 
2013, allowing for larger numbers of uncommon offenses to be used in analyses. It also only includes data 
from respondents who reported either violent or nonviolent assault by a single offender.

Variables for Exercise
Variable Name Description
Year The year in which the data were collected, ranges from 1992 to 2013
Maleoff The sex of the offender, where 1 = male and 0 = female
Injury A binary variable indicating if the respondent was physically injured during the assault, where 1 = injured 

and 0 = uninjured
Age_r The age (in years) at which victimization occurred. This variable is cut off at 75
Victimreported A binary variable indicating whether the respondent reported their victimization to the police, where  

1= reported and 0 = not reported
Vic18andover An age binary, where 0 = victimization occurred below 18 years old and 1 = victimization occurred after 18
Relationship Nominal level variable where 0 = stranger, 1 = slightly known, 2 = casual acquaintance, 3 = well known


